what Sports Editor Mark Kern has to say 
[about the standout teams on page 3. 

T 



www.kstatecollegian.com 


monday, november 28, 201 1 










Low: 21 F V^rwi^-^ 


Wednesday: Too far to one side 

1 High: 49 F f\ A Collegian writer Brian Hampel 
Low: 29 F 11 £J. discusses how political sides 

' are being skewed. 
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A quick read 

Curious about what is going on 
this week? News Editor Karen 
Ingram has briefs for you. 
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Comedic break 

Collegian comic artist Erin 
Logan understands that a 
break isn't always relaxing. 



Wildcats chosen for NCAA tournament, await post season fate 



Corbin McGuire 
staff writer 

The K- State volleyball team 
was selected to the 64-team 
NCAA tournament for the first 
time since 2008 on Sunday. The 
team found out its first-round 
opponent and location, Wichita 
State and Lincoln, Neb., respec- 
tively, at the Colbert Hills club- 
house where the team hosted 
a watch party that included 
family, fans, coaches and K- 
State President Kirk Schulz. 

Head coach Suzie Fritz spoke 
to everyone at the party shortly 
after the Wildcats' bracket was 
revealed about how proud she 
was of her team. 

"This started for us, I think, 
last spring," Fritz. "We really 
grinded it out a year ago. We 
were in season that was a little 
bit difficult. They commit- 
ted, re- committed if you will, 
during the course of last spring 
and stayed with it over the 
course of the summer so this 
isn't something that happens 
from August to December." 

The Wildcats waited in a 
confident anticipation to hear 
their name called when the 
final section of the bracket was 
revealed. Fritz said she was not 
concerned while watching the 
selection show on ESPNU. 

"I felt very good about the 
body of work," Fritz said. "And 
very good about where we were 
at in the RPI standings, which 
I think is a important deciding 
factor in whether you get to 
keep playing or not." 

The Big 12's seven teams se- 
lected to the tournament tied 
the Pac 12 for second among 
conferences and was one less 
than the Big Ten's eight teams 
selected. 

This year's selection gives 



the Wildcats and Fritz their 
13th and eighth appearance to 
the NCAA tournament respec- 
tively. 

Junior Caitlyn Donahue said 
the team's turning point was the 
shift from the first to the second 
half of Big 12 play. 

"We snagged a couple of 
really crucial wins in the first 
half and kind of did the same, 
made a really good run in the 
second half," Donahue said. 
"Knocking off teams like Texas 
A&M and Oklahoma, that's 
great for our program. Big wins 
like that have really helped us." 

The Wildcats finished the 
season 20-10 overall and fourth 
in the Big 12 after being picked 
to finish eighth in pre- season 
polls. Fritz said she has never 
put much stock into "preseason 
anything." 

Sophomore Kaitlynn Pelger, 
however, said the low preseason 
projections "bothered us a little 
bit and definitively motivated 
us." 

Junior Kathleen Ludwig had 
a similar feeling to Pelger's. 

"I think more than anything 
we're just excited to look back 
and take a deep breath and say 
'OK, what we've been doing has 
worked,'" Ludwig said. "Our 
hard work in January, February 
and in March is paying off now." 

The Wildcats have no seniors 
and battled injuries to key play- 
ers during Big 12 play; some- 
thing Fritz said was huge for the 
team. 

"From the very beginning, I 
think the two things that really 
stand out with this team that 
have made them the team that 
they are, are our depth," Fritz 
said. "And their cohesiveness, 
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Photos by Lauren Gocken 

Top: Lilla Porubek, sophomore outside hitter, and Taylor Johnson, fresh- 
man middle blocker, send the ball back over the net at the OU game Nov. 1 0. 

Left: Kuulei Kabalis, junior libero, jumps to return the ball Nov. 10. 



"Our hard work in 
January, February 
and in March is 
paying off now." 



Kathleen Ludwig 
junior OPP 



Kansas society fights to save prairie dogs, other species 
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Grant Zizzo 
staff writer 

The Audubon society of 
Kansas has recently increased 
its efforts to repeal the 1901 
statute allowing counties to 
mandate the eradication of 
prairie dogs on private property 
in Logan County, Kan. The so- 
ciety is encouraging interested 
individuals to take advantage 
of the newly established Office 
of the Repealer and voice their 
interest using a simple online 
form available on the repealers 
web site. 

Statutes K.S.A. 80-1201 
through 80-1208 mandate the 
eradication of prairie dogs on 
county and private lands if the 
governing parties of the county 
deem it necessary. Landown- 
ers who refuse to allow the ex- 
termination will be fined and 
charged for the resources that 
the county then use to carry 
out the eradication regardless 
of the landowner s consent. 

The 1901 statute still stands 
in 201 1 because there a number 
of people who still view prairie 




dogs as a nuisance and undesir- 
able animal. Samantha Wisely, 
associate professor of biology, 
compared the stigma held for 
prairie dogs in the country to 
that which city dwellers apply 
to rats. 

"It's a visceral reaction," 



Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons 

Wisely said. "Oh my gosh, what 
is that on my property?" 

Wisely said farmers are the 
main supporters of eradication; 
they view the prairie dogs as 
a pest which depreciate their 
land appraisal value and com- 
pete with cattle for grasses. 



These issues, she said, are more 
the result of long-held societal 
values than the result of actual 
fact. While the extensive tunnel 
systems of the burrowing 
animal may occasionally un- 
dermine the integrity of small 
portions of field, there are also 
benefits provided to the farmer 
by the prairie dog. 

"Prairie dogs are bioengi- 
neers," Wisely said. "They turn- 
over nutrients and deposits and 
increase the biological diversity 
and nutrient quality of the soil 
and ecosystem." 

Wisely said many false urban 
myths and superstitions exist 
concerning the prairie dog. For 
example, there is a false belief 
that cattle trip and break their 
legs in prairie dog holes. Ron 
Klataskye, executive director 
of the Audubon of Kansas, also 
presented the false legend of a 
movie theater that collapsed as 
the direct result of a prairie dog 
colony built under the founda- 
tion. 

One negative affect prairie 
dogs have on farmers is the fact 
that they do compete with cattle 



for grasses. The cattle graze for 
nourishment. Prairie dogs cut 
the grass down so they can see 
predators at further distances. 
Klataskye and Wisely both 
said the solution to this issue is 
simple. Farmers who want the 
prairie dogs off their property 
can use methods such as tar- 
geted poisoning and shooting. 
The difference between these 
methods and those currently 
enforced in Logan County is 
containment. 

"The Black- Tailed Prairie 
Dog is a keystone species, the 
effect they have on the environ- 
ment is greater than usual for a 
species that size in the environ- 
ment," Klataskye said. 

Similar to the keystone at the 
top of a stone arch, the species 
is essential to the survival of 
many other species in Kansas. 
Logan County currently buys 
the poison Rozol to kill the 
prairie dogs. The county pur- 
chased 46 tons of the poison in 
2008. 
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OBITUARY 

Fort 

Riley 

solider 

found 

dead 



Karen Ingram 
news editor 

A Fort Riley soldier was 
found dead on post. The sol- 
dier was identified as Spc. 
James Joseph Pizzo, 30, of the 
Warrior Transition Battalion. 
He was found dead on Nov. 
20. No other details are avail- 
able at this time, as his death is 
still under investigation. 
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ACROSS 

1 Cam- 
bridge 
sch. 

4 Tweak 
the Con- 
stitution 

9 Letter- 
man's 
network 

12 Fuss 

13 Alamo 
hero with 
a knife 
named 
for him 

14 Feedbag 
morsel 

15 Part 

17 Biz deg. 

18 Commer- 
cials 

19 Quartz 
variety 

21 Baked 
potato's 
skin 

24 Liniment 
target 

25 Swelled 
head 

26 Stitch 
28 Esteem 
31 Simple 

arithmetic 
33 Sinbad's 

bird 
35 — St. 

Vincent 

Millay 



36 Come to 

a point 
38 Bankroll 

40 Charged 
bit 

41 Brewery 
products 

43 New 
Jersey 
airport 

45 OK for 
dieters 

47 Parisian 
pal 

48 Boxer 
Muham- 
mad 

49 ENIAC 
and its 
succes- 
sors 

54 Life story, 
for short 

55 Judge, at 
times 

56 Caustic 
solution 



57 Male 
offspring 

58 Logic 

59 Doctor's 
due 

DOWN 

1 Buddy 

2 Altar 
affirma- 
tive 

3 Cruise or 
Selleck 

4 Homes 

5 Dr. Frank- 
enstein's 
creation 

6 Female 
sheep 

7 Martial 
arts mer- 
cenary 
Remove 
(from) 
Digests 
of a 
sort 
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10 Movie pig 

11 Celebrity 
16 Neighbor 

of Afgh. 

20 Oxford, 
e.g. 

21 Make 
jokes 

22 Water 
(Sp.) 

23 Chum 
27 "Holy 

moley!" 

29 — about 
(approxi- 
mately) 

30 Hierarchy 
level 

32 Narcis- 
sist's 
love 

34 Finger 
food 

37 Does a 
double- 
take 

39 Coy 

42 Empori- 
um 

44 Humor 

45 Appre- 
hends 

46 Hodge- 
podge 

50 60 sec. 

51 Sprite 

52 "Catcher 
in the 
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11-28 CRYPTOQUIP 

GZOF EZHDYKZE LSOBDK 

HDKV DXSCH HNZ BZHNSEJ SL 

BDVYAI XZGZODIZJ XCXXKF: 

DA DZODHYSA SODHYSA. 

Saturday's Cryptoquip: I WAS THINKING THAT A 
WELL-KNOWN MOBSTER'S FAVORITE VARIETY 
OF PASTA WAS PROBABLY MANI-GOTTI. 

Today's Cryptoquip Clue: H equals T 



For the Win I By Parker Wilhelm 
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KenKen I Medium 



Use numbers 1-4 in each row and column without repeating. The numbers in each outlined area must 
combine to produce the target number in each area using the mathematical operation indicated. 
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DELIVERY 785-532-6555 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The Collegian welcomes your letters to the editor. They can be submitted 
by email to letters@spub.ksu.edu, or in person to Kedzie 116. Include 
your full name, year in school and major. Letters should be limited to 350 
words. All submitted letters may be edited for length and clarity. 

CORRECTIONS 

If you see something that should be corrected or clarified, please call 
our editor-in-chief, Tim Schrag, at 785-532-6556, or email him at 
news@spub.ksu.edu. 
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The Kansas State Collegian, a student newspaper at Kansas State 
University, is published by Student Publications, Inc. It is published week- 
days during the school year and on Wednesdays during the summer. 
Periodical postage is paid at Manhattan, KS. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Kedzie 103, Manhattan, KS 66506-7167. First copy free, ad- 
ditional copies 25 cents. [USPS 291 020] © Kansas State Collegian, 201 1 
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CORRECTION 

There were errors in the Nov. 18 issue. 
In the article about the Muslim community in Manhattan, the 
International Student and Scholar Services was inadvertently 
referred to as the ISS instead of the ISSS. In the same article, 
Saudi Arabia was referred to as the country where the most 
international students attending K-State come from when it is, in 
fact, China. 

The Collegian regrets the errors. 

If you see something that should be corrected or clarified, call 

Managing Editor Caroline Sweeney at 785-532-6556 or email 

news@spub.ksu.edu. 




ti 




118 KEDZIE • 785-532-6560 



n the KANSAS STATE collegian 



Need a 
gift idea? 



The Furniture Repair Shop 



Antique Restoration 
Refinishing 




Very Student Affordable! 

Home Theater • Stereo 



You can buy 
the photos 
you see in the 
Collegian. 




www.k-statecollegian.com 




www.LTAV.net 



Happy Holidays ^ 

SALON 1 



Amanda Hartwick 
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FREE Haircut 
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PARTY | Shockers are 
Cats first opponent 



Continued from page 1 

this a team that has tre- 
mendous chemistry." 

Ludwig said the coach- 
ing staff deserves most of 
the credit for preparing the 
team for adverse situations 
they might face "in prac- 
tice situations when they 
weren't really happening." 

Donahue said this team 
has learned to turn "adver- 
sity into a positive thing" 
through the injuries it dealt 
with during the season. 

Pelger said the team's 
chemistry comes from off 
the court along with on- 
the-court experiences. 

"We hang out all the 
time, we're always togeth- 
er" Pelger said. "So I think 
that definitely correlates 
with on-the-court [chem- 
istry] ." 

Donahue said she could 
not put a finger on exactly 
where the team's chemistry 
comes from but that they 
"genuinely just like each 
other. Everyone is very pos- 
itive and very supportive." 

Kathleen Ludwig, who 
travelled with the team to 
the NCAA tournament as a 
redshirt in 2008, is the only 
Wildcat on this team with 
any NCAA post-season ex- 
perience. Ludwig said this 
year's experience means 
more to her than her expe- 
rience in 2008. 

"Obviously as a red shirt 
player, you don't feel as 
much as a part of the team," 
Ludwig said. "Being a co- 
captain and having been on 
this team for four years, it 
seems like a lot more of my 




team and to some extent I 
can control how we do." 

Pelger said Fritz has 
talked to the team about 
the environment that many 
of the team will face for the 
first time. 

"She said its very intense 
and you got to go in and 
stay relaxed," Pelger said. 
"Just like any other game." 

Ludwig said even 
though she did not play in 
K- State's tournament game 
in 2008, the experience of 
being with the team could 
go a long ways with this 
year's team. 

"Having been there and 
being the only player on 
the team that's been there, 
allows me to get our team 
to relax and play our game," 
Pelger said. "It is a very ex- 
citing accomplishment and 
its good but when it comes 
down to it, it is just another 
volleyball game." 

Fritz, Ludwig, Pelger and 
Donahue all said they were 
excited to face the Shockers 
and said they will give the 
Wildcats a tough test. 

The Wildcats will play 
the Shockers at the his- 
toric Nebraska Coliseum at 
4:30 p.m. on Thursday. The 
winner will face the winner 
of the Jackson State vs. Ne- 
braska match. 



Lauren Gocken | Collegian 

Kaitlynn Pelger, sopho- 
more middle blocker, 
serves the ball during the 
third quarter of the OU 
game, Nov. 10. 
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Breakdown of upsets, victories in college basketball 



The college basketball 
season is now a couple weeks 
underway and already there 
has been all kinds of upsets. 
Only two weeks into the 
season and already four of 
the top 10 teams already have 
been upset. Florida, Con- 
necticut, Memphis and even 
No. 1 North Carolina have 
all been upset. With all of 
these upsets, it has shown on 
any given night anything can 
happen. Despite all of these 
upsets, there have been a few 
teams that have avoided the 
upset bug and have gotten off 
to good starts. 

Alabama - Last season, 
the Crimson Tide went 12-4 
in conference play, but were 
still left out of the NCAA 
Tournament. The reason for 
that was that Alabama had 
a very weak non-conference 
schedule. With a ton of talent 
coming back, head coach 
Anthony Grant beefed up the 
non- conference schedule and 
so far the team has looked very 
impressive. 

Between the play of point 
guard Trevor Releford, and the 
post duo of JaMychal Green 
and Tony Mitchell, Alabama is 
off to a 6-0 start with impres- 
sive victories over Wichita 
State and Purdue. With 
non- conference matchups 
with Georgetown, K-State and 
Oklahoma State, the opportu- 




TommyTheis| Collegian 



Martavious Irving moves up the court during last weeks game on Tuesday, Nov. 22 in Bram- 
lage Colliseum. Irving ended the game with four assists . 



nity is there for the Crimson 
Tide to get a few more key vic- 
tories in the non- conference 
part of their schedule. 

Alabama is off to a great 
start. They have the talent to 
play with anybody on any 
given night, and if they have 
the continue the success 
throughout the season that 
they have early in the season, 
not only will they make the 
tournament, but could also be 
a major force as well. 

Missouri - With a new 
coach coming into the season, 
there were many people 



wondering if the Tigers would 
be able to continue to play 
their "40 minutes of Hell" style 
of defense. Then things got 
worse as their best post player, 
Laurence Bowers tore his 
ACL and is out for the season. 
However, with great play from 
veterans such as Kim English 
and Marcus Denmon, the 
Tigers have gotten off to an 
undefeated start, including a 
dominating performance at 
the CBE classic 

Missouri first took on a 
decent team in Notre Dame. 
The Fighting Irish had just 



gotten their best player, Tim 
Abromaitis back. However, 
with great pressure on the 
defensive end, Notre Dame 
could never get into the game 
and Missouri went on to win 
the game by 29 points. 

The next night, Missouri 
took on an even better team 
in No. 18 California, and once 
again, dominated from the be- 
ginning and won by 39 points. 

Missouri is a team that can 
give any teams problems due 
to their frenetic pace. If this 
team can continue to get the 
great play from their guards 



and for their post to continue 
to improve, than this team 
should be able to continue 
their great start. 

Kentucky - With such a 
young team, the Wildcats have 
been able to avoid a let- down 
and have defeated their op- 
ponents by an average of 30 
points. Kentucky has talent at 
every postion, as they have five 
players averaging double digits 
in points. 

What has been even more 
impressive is the defense that 
the Wildcats have played. 
Anthony Davis, a 6-foot- 10 
forward, leads Kentucky 
with more than four blocks a 
game, as the Wildcats average 
nearly 1 1 blocks a game. With 
all of the talent on the team, 
there was a never a ques- 
tion of if Kentucky would be 
able to score the ball, but the 
defensive execution has shown 
that this team is a definite title 
contender. 

The Wildcats will be tested 
in their next game as they host 
North Carolina in Lexington 
next Saturday. 

As good as the season has 
been, there are some big-time 
match-ups in the upcoming 
weeks. Besides the Kentucky- 
Carolina games, Duke and 
Kansas will both take on Ohio 
State, and Alabama will take 
on K- State in a game that will 
be a great opportunity for the 
Wildcats to gauge where they 
are right now. 

College basketball is in 
full swing, and if the first two 
weeks are any indication of 
what kind of season it is going 
to be, then we are in for a treat. 

Mark is a senior in journalism and 
mass communications. Please send 
comments to sports@spub.ksu.edu 



Two- 

minute 

drill 



Sean Frye 
staff writer 

NBA 

The lockout is over. After 
the fourth work stoppage in 
the league's history began on 
July 1, players and owners 
came to an 11th hour agree- 
ment in the morning hours of 
Nov. 26 to salvage the season. 
Teams now have just under a 
month to prepare, as games 
will begin on Christmas Day. 
The schedule for teams will 
be 66 games long, shortened 
from the normal 82 games. 
Forty-eight of the games will 
be inter-conference while 18 
games will be played outside of 
conference play. 

NFL 

Buffalo Bills wide receiver 
Steve Johnson may face pun- 
ishment from the league office 
following his touchdown cel- 
ebration in the second quarter 
of his team's 28-24 loss to the 
New York Jets. In the second 
quarter, as Johnson hauled in 
a five-yard touchdown recep- 
tion, he proceeded to pretend 
to shoot himself in the leg, 
seemingly mocking Jets wide 
receiver Plaxico Burress, who 
spent two years in prison for 
gun charges in New York after 
he shot himself in the leg ac- 
cidentally in a club. Johnson 
was penalized for excessive 
celebration on the play. The 
celebration does not explic- 
itly break any NFL rules, but 
commissioner Roger Goodell 
is known for coming down 
harshly on players that cross 
the line with celebrations. 

NCAA-FOOTBALL 

Although seemingly a 
formality, the University of 
Kansas has fired Turner Gill 
from their head coaching posi- 
tion. Gill went 5-19 during his 
tenure with the Jayhawks, in- 
cluding 2-10 this year. The Jay- 
hawks started 2-0 this season, 
but then never won again. The 
Jayhawks' defense this year has 
been historically bad. Kansas 
has the last ranked total de- 
fense in the country, allowing 
more than 516 yards of offense 
per game. The Jayhawks lost to 
the Missouri Tigers on Satur- 
day in the last edition of the 
Border War for the foreseeable 
future, as the Tigers are head- 
ing to the Southeastern Con- 
ference next season. 

GOLF 

After going 1 1 years without 
a win, the United States finally 
notched their 24th victory in 
golf's World Cup on Sunday. 
Matt Kuchar and Gary Wood- 
land, who represented the U.S., 
shot 5-under-par to overcome 
a two-stroke lead that Ireland 
held going into the final round. 
Rory Mcllroy and Graeme Mc- 
Dowell, who represented Ire- 
land, shot par on Sunday and 
finished the tournament tied 
for fourth place. The last U.S. 
duo to win the World Cup was 
Tiger Woods and David Duval. 
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NOT AS IT SEEMS 

Americas conservative shift has affected the left, right wing 




Conservative pundits love 
to decry the "radical left" 
in this country, but I don't 
see it. Despite all the cries 
of socialism and Marxism, 
the radical ideology just isn't 
there. While the Republican 
candidates seem to be racing 
toward the most extreme 
position they can manage, 
America's left wing is increas- 
ingly moderate. 

Take the health care bill 
for example. "Obamacare" 
was, and still is, called a gov- 
ernment takeover of health 
care and accused of the usual 
rounds of left-wing extrem- 
ism, but it wasn't really that 
radical. It did create new 
laws regulations, but the 
biggest move in the bill was 
the individual mandate, a 
requirement that everyone 
have private insurance. 

That's right, the so-called 
government takeover actu- 
ally works through private 
companies. The government 
didn't take over anything. 
There was talk of a public 
option, a tax- funded insur- 
ance program for the poor, 
but that was gone by the time 
the bill passed. Other coun- 
tries have governments that 
act as insurers and run hospi- 
tals, but ours can't even try a 
middle-of-the-road private 
insurance system without a 
huge conservative backlash. 

Despite the lax liberalism 
of the Democrats, it seems 
like they're being accused 
of socialism more than 
ever. President Obama, a 
moderate who readily makes 
concessions to the Repub- 
licans, is still perceived as a 
leftist, and is even the subject 
of a local billboard that labels 
him a "Wannabe Marxist 
dictator." The perception isn't 
attributable to the radicalism 
of his own policies, obvi- 
ously, but to the radicalism 
of his conservative counter- 
parts. Someone looking from 
the Tea Party's corner of the 
political spectrum, a corner 
abounding in tax cuts and 
border fences, could perceive 
practically anyone as a social- 




ist 
ideo- 
logue. Obama isn't 
actually that liberal, but he 
appears liberal to the conser- 
vatives because their vantage 
point shifts their perception 
of him. 

That vantage point of the 
right is drifting farther and 
farther to the right, both with 
politicians and voters. Sure, 
the public may be increas- 
ingly accepting of gay rights, 
and Roe v. Wade hasn't been 
overturned, but the Su- 
preme Court gave corpora- 
tions unlimited campaign 
contribution, the Christian 
right has become a major 
player in national politics, 
the existence global warming 
has become a disputed politi- 
cal issue and the Republican 
Party threatened to make the 
U.S. default on its debt. 

Herman Cain suggested 
an electrified border fence, 
Rick Perry promised to do 
away with the IRS, Mitt 




Romney openly 
said that "Corpo- 
rations are people, my 
friend," and don't get me 
started on Michele Bach- 
mann. A few weeks ago, 
showing us just how extreme 
the right wing is getting, tel- 
evangelist Pat Robertson told 
the Republican presidential 
candidates to stop their race 
for extremism. 

Of course, this is happen- 
ing during a primary, and 
the candidates will prob- 
ably seem more moderate 
when the general election 
starts and they dive to the 
bottom of the barrel to start 
scraping around for anything 
with mass appeal. But have 
the Democrats ever shown 
this sort of degree of liberal 
extremism? Liberal politi- 
cians — the ones who are 
still around, anyway — often 
don't even identify as liberal 



anymore. Now, they're "pro- 
gressive," because "liberal" 
somehow became a dirty 
word somewhere along the 
way. 

While there may be a 
radically liberal segment of 
the public, there certainly 
isn't one in Congress. If it 
can be said that the Repub- 
lican Party is drifting right, 
the same is also true of the 
Democratic Party. Bernie 
Sanders, the only real social- 
ist in the Senate, was elected 
as an Independent. The 
website PoliticalCompass. 
org did an evaluation of the 
2008 presidential candidates 
in both major primaries, and 
Dennis Kucinich and Ralph 
Nader were the only people 
even placed in the liberal 



quad- 
rant. 
Everyone 
else, Democrats 
included, scored in the 
conservative quadrant; the 
Democrats were just closer 
to the center. Even though 
we usually perceive figures 
like Kucinich and Nader as 
extremely left wing, the po- 
litical compass placed them 
close to the center, saying 
that even though they are 
"depicted on the extreme left 
in an American context, they 
would simply be mainstream 
social democrats within the 
wider political landscape of 
Europe." 

While Republicans 
regularly call for an end to 
the Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency and suggest an 
invasion of Iran, how many 
Democrats suggest anything 
more radical than cap-and- 
trade or call for a massive 



Illustration by Christina Klein 



shrink- 
ing of 
the military 
budget? When 
the 2007 mortgage 
crisis hit, the basic 
plan was to give them 
loans to tide them over 
through the recession, i.e., 
the bailouts. Plenty of Repub- 
licans suggested leaving the 
banks to collapse, but how 
many Democrats advocated 
nationalizing banks instead? 

While radical beliefs aren't 
necessarily bad, and they're 
certainly not new to Ameri- 
can politics, the recent shift 
is going one way. A political 
system with a strong pres- 
ence in the middle ground 
is probably the best way to 
work, if only so the politi- 
cians are ready and able to 
compromise with each other. 
If neither side tilts too far to 
one side, things can get done 
(even if we wish the policies 
were more in line with our 
own) because of those people 
in the middle ground. The 
trouble is that the middle 
ground is being filled by the 
people who used to be on 
the left. 

Brian Hampel is a junior in 
architecture. Please send all 
comments to opinion@spub.ksu. 



Too many students in college, student aid should be phased out 




Ian Huyett 



In 2001, dictator Robert 
Mugabe had just run Zim- 
babwe's economy into the 
ground and was desperate for 
a way to revive it. Observing 
that those with money tend 
to be more prosperous than 
those without, Mugabe decid- 
ed to simply print enormous 
sums of cash. What Mugabe 
failed to realize, of course, is 
that introducing new currency 
devalues existing notes. Zim- 
babwe soon became a nation 
of trillionaires who couldn't 
afford to buy bread. 

America's looming higher 
education bubble is roughly 
akin to hyperinflation in Zim- 
babwe. Observing that those 
with college degrees tend to be 
more prosperous than those 
without, our government 
decided to institute enormous 
student aid programs and 
otherwise encourage college 
attendance for all. The results 
have been eerily similar. 

Higher education for every- 
one sounds about as appealing 
as printing money. Yet, not 
unlike an envelope of money, 
a college degree would lose 
its symbolic value if everyone 
received one. 

Imagine that you are an 
employer examining a stack 
of job applications. The more 
applications include degrees, 
the less impressive a degree 
seems. A college degree is a 
distinguishing characteristic 
precisely because a limited 
number of people have them. 
In the job market, students 
that graduate from college ul- 
timately do so at the expense 
of their classmates. 

When the government 
increases student aid, more 
students attend college. 
Increased attendance means 
more student loans are taken 
out - but, as the value of the 




degree declines, less and less 
students are able to pay them 
off. 

A suffering economy puts 
more pressure on universi- 
ties to increase tuition, which 
they are able to do because of 
increased student aid. When 
tuition rises, students take out 
more loans and the govern- 
ment perpetuates the cycle by 
increasing student aid again. 

To say that our generation 
is caught in a downward spiral 
would be an understatement. 
In its misguided desire to 
make us all equal, our society 



has grossly overemphasized 
higher education and un- 
leashed a hurricane of insanity 
that seems to be endlessly 
compounding our generation's 
financial burden. 

Three hundred thousand 
Americans with college de- 
grees now work as waiters and 
waitresses, according to an 
Oct. 20, 2010 column by Rich- 
ard Vedder in the Chronicle 
of Higher Education. The 
fields of low-skill labor and 
janitorial work each employ 
more than 100,000 college 
graduates. Five thousand jani- 



tors have a Ph.D. Overall, 17 
million college graduates have 
jobs that the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics says do not require a 
college education. 

The book "Academically 
Adrift: Limited Learning on 
College Campuses" by Rich- 
ard Arum and Josipa Roksa 
reports that 45 percent of col- 
lege students make no gains 
in writing ability or reasoning 
skills after two years in col- 
lege. More than one-third of 
college seniors are no better at 
writing or reasoning than they 
were as freshmen. 



Ultimately, who provides 
financial aid for these roughly 
500,000 students each year? 
Who foots the bill when grad- 
uates in low- skill jobs default 
or their loans are forgiven? 
How much debt is piled upon 
students who would have been 
better off not attending col- 
lege? More disturbingly, how 
many graduates in low- skill 
jobs might be working in their 
chosen fields if their degrees 
held more symbolic value? 

Higher education is not 
for everyone. Pretending 
otherwise punishes those 
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who might benefit from it 
and needlessly plunges those 
who can't into debt - all at 
the expense of taxpayers. The 
ideal solution would be to 
culturally reject the universal- 
ity of higher education. The 
longer we fail to address this 
problem, however, the more 
unmanageable it will become. 
The most efficient answer is to 
phase out federal student aid. 

Ian Huyett is a junior in political 
science and anthropology. Please 
send all comments to opinion@ 
spub.ksu.edu. 
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PRAIRIE DOG | Poisoning prarie dogs, burrows 
may decrease numbers, can kill other animals 



Continued from page 1 



Klataskye said Rozol kills 
the prairie dogs by caus- 
ing them to bleed from all 
orpheuses for two to three 
weeks before they die. He 
said the concern is that the 
poison stays in the animal's 
system during this time and 
after death. Any predator 
that comes into contact with 
the poisoned prairie dog will 
also bleed out and die. Ferru- 
ginous hawks, golden eagles, 
swift foxes and black-footed 
ferrets, all predators of the 
prairie dog, are some of the 
most affected species. The 
black-footed ferret was actu- 



ally believed extinct until re- 
cently. However, efforts to re- 

"Spreading poisons 
around the land- 
scape is not 
environmentally 
good" 



Scott Shoemaker 
Sunset Zoo director 

introduce the ferret in Logan 
County are severely damaged 
by the forced poisonings. 



According to an article 
published by the Audubon 
of Kansas, "Kansas is the 
only state with eradication 
statutes that undermine con- 
servation of imperiled spe- 
cies and undermine property 
rights of ranchers and other 
landowners." 

Klataskye said that the 
statutes are unnecessary as 
individuals can still control 
the populations on their land 
without contaminating other 
people's property or suffer- 
ing due to a neighbor who 
chooses not to poison. Using 
Zinc Phosphide, farmers 



can poison burrows on their 
land; the poison neutralizes 
within the animal's body and 
does not pass along to other 
animals. Additionally, farm- 
ers could choose to charge 
for people to come on their 
land and shoot the prairie 
dogs. 

Scott Shoemaker, Sunset 
Zoo director, said that the 
zoo also supports the repeal- 
ing of the eradication stat- 
utes. 

"Spreading poisons 
around the landscape is 
not environmentally good," 
Shoemaker said. 



THE BLOTTER 

ARREST REPORTS 



THURSDAY 

Sonja Karin Birdwell, of 

the 1500 block of Colorado 
Street, was booked for forgery. 
Bond was set at $1,500. 

David Lee Taylor, of Junc- 
tion City, was booked for 
criminal deprivation of prop- 
erty, criminal use of financial 
cards and theft. Bond was set 
at $7,500. 

FRIDAY 

Amber Kaye Clark, of 

Ogden, was booked for crimi- 
nal damage to property, crimi- 
nal solicitation and falsely re- 
porting a crime. Bond was set 
at $5,500. 

Anthony Claude Boss, of 

Ogden, was booked for two 
counts of criminal damage to 
property and criminal solicita- 



tion. Bond was set at $4,500. 

Nick Philip Evola, of 

Ogden, was booked for two 
counts of criminal damage to 
property and criminal solicita- 
tion. Bond was set at $4,500. 

Martin Hilario Banuelas- 
Soto, of Kansas City, Kan., was 
booked for no valid driver's 
license and unlawful use of a 
license. No bond was listed. 

Chandler Brenton 
Warren, of the 1200 block of 
Pomeroy Street, was booked 
for aggravated assault and 
driving under the influence. 
Bond was set at $3,000. 

Anne Catherine Sweet, of 

the 2200 block of Todd Road, 
was booked for domestic bat- 
tery. Bond was set at $500. 

SATURDAY 



Tim Livingston, of the 

2400 block of Buttonwood 
Drive, was booked for driving 
under the influence. Bond was 
set at $750. 

Candace Lynn Judd, of 

Junction City, was booked for 
theft and criminal trespassing. 
Bond was set at $1,500. 

Tharen Lee Sparke, of the 

600 block of Thurston Street, 
was booked for failure to 
appear and probation viola- 
tion. Bond was set at $1,250. 

Brian Neil Jones, of Ogden, 
was booked for criminal 
damage to property and crimi- 
nal solicitation. Bond was set 
at $4,500. 

Timothy Robert Sowell, 

of the 1000 block of Temple 
Lane, was booked for aggra- 
vated battery and obstruction 



of the legal process. Bond was 
set at $5,000. 

Nicole Rochelle Mallett, 

of the 1700 block of Rockhill 
Road, was booked for criminal 
damage to property. Bond was 
set at $500. 

Michael Lee Russell, of 

Marysville, Kan., was booked 
for reckless driving. Bond was 
set at $500. 

SUNDAY 

Jarret Thomas Abell, of 

Wichita, was booked for driv- 
ing under the influence. Bond 
was set at $750. 

Maria Victoria Alano, of 

Fort Riley, was booked for 
driving under the influence. 
Bond was set at $750. 

Compiled by Sarah Rajewski 



K- State daily 
briefs 



Karen Ingram 
news editor 



The final doctoral disser- 
tation of Simon Nyambura, 
"Post-Conflict Reconstruc- 
tion in Africa: The Role of 
International Community," 
will be held today at 9 a.m. in 
Waters Hall room 342 



The final doctoral dis- 
sertation of Xiaoyang Sun, 
"Development of an Im- 
proved Thermal Model of the 
Human Body and an Experi- 
mental Investigation of Heat 
Transfer from a Moving Cyl- 
inder," will be held today at 3 
p.m. in Durland Hall room 
3053. 



The final doctoral disser- 
tation of Karnnalin Theer- 
arattananoon, "Evaluation 
and Characterization of Pel- 
leted Biomass from Selected 
Resource for Ethanol Pro- 
duction," will be held today 
at 2 p.m. in Seaton Hall room 
133. 



A reminder that Tuesday, 
Nov. 29 is the last day for 
graduate students to confirm 
their December commence- 
ment attendance online, or 
to submit documents for De- 
cember graduation. 



President Kirk Schulz 
will be holding a text-based 



faculty chat on the K- State 
Chats web page at k-state. 
edu/chats/ on Tuesday, Nov. 
29 from 6 to 7 p.m. During 
that time, Schulz will re- 
spond to questions and con- 
cerns of the K-State faculty. 
Questions may be submitted 
on the chats page. 



The K-State French Club 
will be holding their Cine 
Festival, on Tuesday, Nov. 29 
at 6 p.m. in Eisenhower Hall 
room 015. The film "La Vie 
Sur Terre" will be shown. 



The Riley County Histori- 
cal Society and Museum will 
present the last lecture in 
their Kansas 150 Look Back 
Lecture Series on Wednes- 
day Nov. 30 at 7 p.m. in the 
Manhattan Public Library. 
Daniel D. Holt, former direc- 
tor of the Eisenhower Library 
and Museum, will present 
a lecture entitled "Educat- 
ing a General," which covers 
the education of Dwight 
D. Eisenhower, his Kansas 
roots and connections. The 
program is free and open to 
the public. Questions may be 
directed to Cheryl Collins at 
785-565-6490. 



The country rock hillbilly 
punk band, Back Porch Mary 
will be playing at the Campus 
Tavern Thursday, Dec. 1 at 
9 P.M. Back Porch Mary has 
sold 50,000 copies of their 
various albums to date with- 
out ever being in a record 
store. 



TO THE POINT 



Finish semester strong, 
focus on studies, goals 



To the point is an editorial selected 
and debated by the editorial board 
and written after a majority opinion 
is formed. This is the Collegian's 
official opinon. 

Erin Logan's comic in today's 
paper points out several of 
the joys, nuisances and terms 
of endearment of life at home 
during the holiday break. In just 
three short weeks, the Fall 2011 
semester will be over. In the 
meantime many students are 
faced with finishing up tasks, 
projects and prepping for finals. 
The home stretch is here, how- 
ever to some it may seem eons 
away. The editorial board of the 
Collegian can sympathize. 



We encourage K- Staters 
(this includes professors and 
classified staff) to buckle down 
and pull through. This too shall 
pass. If you are feeling stressed 
take time to relax to handle 
the stress of the upcoming 
weeks. There will be plenty of 
opportunities to let off some 
steam between holiday parties, 
finals snacks furnished by 
various clubs and organizations 
and even the occasional funny 
column in the Collegian. Take 
some time to enjoy these things 
during the upcoming crazy 
weeks and remember everyone 
is dealing with some kind of 
stress during these last three 
weeks. 



World population growth, demand for 
crops, livestock could spur food shortage 



Megan Nicolai 

Minnesota Daily, 

U. Minnesota via UWIRE 



Global food demand could 
double by 2050, according to 
a new projection released by 
the University of Minnesota 
researchers Monday. 

This could severely in- 
crease the amount of envi- 
ronmental pollutants and 
threaten extinction for many 
species, according to the 
findings of David Tilman, 
regents professor of Ecology 
in the College of Biological 
Sciences, and his colleagues 
at the university. 

According to United Na- 



tions demographers, the 
world's population could 
reach 9.3 billion by 2050. The 
world's total population is al- 
ready at or nearing 7 billion, 
based on varying reports 
from the U.N. and the U.S. 
Census Bureau. 

As poorer nations increase 
their populations' annual 
incomes in future decades, 
there will be a large increase 
in demand for animal prod- 
ucts like meat and dairy, said 
Jason Hill, assistant professor 
in the University of Minne- 
sota's College of Food, Ag- 
ricultural and Natural Re- 
source Sciences. As a result, 
demand for grain crops to 
feed livestock will also in- 



"It's long been 
known that there's 
more that we can 
do to ensure that 
there's a sustainable 
food supply for the 
future" 



Jason Hill 
U. Minnesota 
assistant professor 



crease, he said. 

Tilman and Hill, along 
with another University re- 
searcher Belinda Befortand, 
and Christian Blazer — a 



University of California, 
Santa Barbara professor — 
co-authored an article that 
summarized their findings 
and the potential risks of 
current international agri- 
cultural practices. 

"It's long been known that 
there's more that we can do 
to ensure that there's a sus- 
tainable food supply for the 
future," Hill said. "But in 
this paper we put some hard 
numbers behind the claims." 

Thirty-five percent of all 
greenhouse gas emissions 
come from agricultural pro- 
cesses, compared with 20 
percent from automobile 
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To place an advertisement call 

785-532-6555 




classifieds 




Roommate Wanted 



TWO BEDROOMS 
available. Need female 
roommates. New Jar- 
dine apartments, Spring 
2012 semester. 785- 
658-5366. 



Rent-Apt Unfurnished Rent-Apt Unfurnished Rent-Houses & Duplexes 



SEMESTER LEASE! 
One and one-half 

blocks to KSU. One 
and two-bedrooms. 
Capstone3d.com. 



TWO-BEDROOM, two 
bathroom, luxury apart- 
ment. Half a block to 
KSU. Washer/ dryer, 
dishwasher, mi- 
crowave, balcony. No 
pets. Available now. 
785-537-7050. 



TWO, THREE, or four- 
bedroom close to cam- 
pus. Dishwasher, cen- 
tral air, laundry facili- 
ties, no pets. 785-539- 
0866. 



Advertise 
It works. 



785-532-6555 
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Bulletin Board 




Announcements 



LEARN TO FLY! K- 
State Flying Club has 
three airplanes and low- 
est rates. Call 785-562- 
6909 or visit www.ksu.- 
edu/ksfc. 



Need a 
New 

Place to 
Live? 



Rent-Apt Furnished 



MANHATTAN CITY Or- 
dinance 4814 assures 
every person equal 
opportunity in hous- 
ing without distinc- 
tion on account of 
race, sex, familial sta- 
tus, military status, 
disability, religion, 
age, color, national 
origin or ancestry. Vio- 
lations should be re- 
ported to the Director 
of Human Resources 
at City Hall, 785-587- 
2440. 




MANHATTAN CITY Or- 
dinance 4814 assures 
every person equal 
opportunity in hous- 
ing without distinc- 
tion on account of 
race, sex, familial sta- 
tus, military status, 
disability, religion, 
age, color, national 
origin or ancestry. Vio- 
lations should be re- 
ported to the Director 
of Human Resources 
at City Hall, 785-587- 
2440. 



ONE-BEDROOM 
CLOSE to campus/ Ag- 
gieville in newer com- 
plex, no pets. 785-313- 
7473, johngirvine@sbc- 
global.net. 



$525 ONE-BEDROOM 
January to May lease. 
Available immediately. 
1112 Thurston, just re- 
modeled basement 
apartment, really nice. 
One half block from 
KSU campus. No pets, 
sorry. Security deposit 
is same as rent 
$525.00. Call Dave 913- 
787-6491. 



Rent-Houses & Duplexes 



1219 KEARNEY, two- 
bedroom across from 
campus. No pets. Avail- 
able January through 
July or longer. $760/ 
month. 785-539-5136. 



THREE, FOUR-BED- 
ROOM, three bath- 
room. Central air, dish- 
washer, washer/ dryer, 
garage. 785-539-5800. 




ONE SUBLEASER 
needed January- Au- 
gust 2012. $275/ 
month. Located, 1544 
Hartford Rd. Close to 
KSU campus. Info, call 
Josh 785-221-7921. 

ONE-BEDROOM 
APARTMENT three 
blocks from campus. 
Gas stove, central air, 
$460. 785-418-1929. 

TWO BEDROOMS 
available in six-bed- 
room house, close to 
campus. Female room- 
mates needed. Avail- 
able mid-December. 
$380/ month 785-342- 
5504 call or text. 









Employment/Careers 




THE COLLEGIAN can- 
not verify the financial 
potential of advertise- 
ments in the Employ- 
ment/ Opportunities 
classifications. Read- 
ers are advised to ap- 
proach any such busi- 
ness opportunity with 
reasonable caution. 
The Collegian urges 
our readers to contact 
the Better Business 
Bureau, 501 SE Jeffer- 
son, Topeka, KS 
66607-1190. 785-232- 
0454. 



V 

Help Wanted 



"RURAL LAKES Re- 
gion Local Environmen- 
tal Protection Program 
is seeking a motivated 
individual for water qual- 
ity program. Duties in- 
clude administering 
county environmental 
sanitary codes within a 
multi-county area, per- 
forming water analysis 
of non-public water sup- 
plies, consultation, de- 
sign and educational ac- 
tivities pertaining to wa- 
ter quality. Position re- 
quires a B.A. or B.S. in 
an environmental re- 
lated science or health 
field or 4 years related 
experience. Send re- 
sume to Lisa Davies at 
I d a v i e s @ 
jcgchealthdept.- 
org" 

BARTENDING! $300 a 
day potential. No experi- 
ence necessary. Train- 
ing provided. Call 800- 
965-6520 extension 
144. 

STUDENTPAYOUTS.- 
COM. paid survey tak- 
ers needed in Manhat- 
tan. 100% free to join. 
Click on surveys. 

CHRISTMAS BREAK 
SPECIAL- Not going 
home for the holidays? 
Earn some money and 
have fun from mid-De- 
cember- January 3, at 
the C Lazy U Ranch in 
Colorado Rockies. - 
When work is finished, 
spend a week with free 
room and board while 
you pursue one or more 
of your favorite winter 
activities. Apply online 
at www.clazyu.com un- 
der Employment or con- 
tact Phil Dwyer at 970- 
887-3344. 

EARN $1000- $3200 a 
month to drive new cars 
with ads. 

www. FreeCarJobs.com 



V 

Help Wanted 



EXTRAS NEEDED to 
stand in the back- 
ground for a major film 
production. Earn up to 
$200 per day. No expe- 
rience required. All 
looks needed. Call 877- 
460-0658. 

CHIPOTLE. WORK at a 
place where you ACTU- 
ALLY want to eat the 
food. Now hiring for all 
shifts. Apply in person 
at 606 N. Manhattan 
Ave. 

WANTED: 29 Serious 
People to work from 
home using a com- 
puter. Up to $1,500- 
$5,000 part-time/ full- 
time, www.whoneed- 
saoffice.com. 

WORK EASILY and 
earn weekly payment; 
This position is respon- 
sible for maintaining the 
accounting records of 
the company and the in- 
tegrity of all financial 
and operational data. 
Requires little experi- 
ence in accounting with 
no degree necessary 
and you will be glad to 
work. Send your in- 
quiry/resumes to: mr.- 
ava.green@gmail.com. 




THE COLLEGIAN can- 
not verify the financial 
potential of advertise- 
ments in the Employ- 
ment/ Opportunities 
classifications. Read- 
ers are advised to ap- 
proach any such busi- 
ness opportunity with 
reasonable caution. 
The Collegian urges 
our readers to contact 
the Better Business 
Bureau, 501 SE Jeffer- 
son, Topeka, KS 
66607-1190. 785-232- 
0454. 



Need a place to advertise? 

VCe have space. 
Connect the dots and call 

785.532.6555 




Pregnancy 
Testing Center 

539-3338 



www.PTCkansas.com 



Concept is SudoKu 



By Dave Green 
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Difficulty Level 



Answer to the 
last Sudoku. 
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"Real Options, Real Help, Real Hope" 
Free pregnancy testing 
Totally confidential service 
Same day results 
Call for appointment 
Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m. -5 p.m. 
Across from campus in Anderson Village 
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Logans Run | By Erin Logan 



Ah, its too 

BAP THAT 
THANKSGIVING 
BREAK IS OYER 
, ALREADY. IT WAS 
SO RELAXING/ 
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ANP OF 
COUPSE I WAS* 

happy to see 

MY FAMILY f 
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Some even 
came from 
out of town.' 
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It was 

REALLY 
RELAXING. i 



And 

quite 

.PEACEFUL i 




Until 
they 

STARTED 
FIGHTING 
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^POLITICS. 
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NAVE BEEN 
THE POO.. 
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When 
J are you gonna 

BRING A GIRL 
HOME? 
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START BP ASKING MB 
WHEN TM GOING TO 
FINISH SCHOOL ANP PO 
SOMETHING PROPUCTIYE{ 
WITH MY LI Fa. r 



AHHHH, Y£S. 
Sounds 

VERY 

Relaxing.* 
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thing, too. 
With finals » 
coming, you'llm 
need all the 
v pest you can 

GET. 



Pon't 
worry, though. 

m WINTER BREAK IS 
COMING UP, SO YOU 
CAN RELAX WITH 
YOUR FAMILY 
AGAIN. 
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FOOD | New agriculture processes could decrease land clearing, emissions 



Continued from page 5 

emissions, Tilman said. But 
the effects could be decreased 
by improving agricultural 
practices in poorer countries, 
he said. 

For example, in nations 
like the United States, farmers 
control fertilizer use based on 
the specific needs of different 
areas of land. This could easily 
be adopted by farmers with 
smaller areas of land in poor 
countries, Tilman said. 



According to the article, ag- 
ricultural techniques in richer 
nations can increase crop yield 
and reduce the amount of pol- 
lution emitted. Crop yields for 
the wealthiest nations were 
more than 300 percent higher 
than yields for the poorest na- 
tions in 2005, the article said. 

Traditionally, farmers in 
developing countries would 
simply clear more land when 
attempting to grow more food. 



"It's not an 
emergency, but it's 
not something we 
can wait until 2050 
to start doing" 

David Tilman 

regents professor 
of Ecology 



But that technique does noth- 
ing to increase crop yield, 
Tilman said. The technique 
also accounts for a large por- 
tion of agricultural greenhouse 
gas emissions and threatens 
certain species of animals with 
extinction, Tilman said. 

But he said industrialized 
agriculture techniques require 
a large amount of farmer edu- 
cation and often come with 
larger costs up front. 



If current agricultural tech- 
niques continue, the article 
stated, critical levels of nitro- 
gen and carbon could be re- 
leased into the environment 
and excessive use of fertilizer 
could contaminate groundwa- 
ter. 

If current levels of land 
clearing continue, more than 
2.5 billion acres of land would 
be cleared by 2050, an area the 
size of the United States. But 



if new processes are adapted, 
that amount could be reduced 
to half a billion acres, Tilman 
said. 

"It's not an emergency, but 
it's not something we can wait 
until 2050 to start doing," 
Tilman said. "By that time, 
we will have the environmen- 
tal damage done, and we'll 
have lots of people with very 
substandard diets around the 
world." 
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Have something to say? We want to hear it. 

Send in a Letter to the Editor tc/raake your voice heard. 



